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The Town Board meeting was called to order by Supervisor Landi at 7:00 pm with the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment of silence. 

Present were Councilman Hoffman, Councilman Nelson, Councilman Queipo, 
Councilman Wells and Supervisor Landi. Also, present were Highway Superintendent 
Sylvester, Judge Alberstadt, Building Inspector Cologero, Historian Heddleson, Court Clerk 
Buchinger and Town Attorney Goodge. Approximately 25 members of the public were in 
attendance. 
 
Supervisor Landi made a motion to approve the August 2025 minutes; it was seconded by 
Councilman Queipo. All approved.  
 
Supervisor Landi read the Supervisor’s Report. Town Clerk Nelson read the August Town 
Clerk’s reports. 
 
Councilman Nelson pointed out the emergency exits. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Hoffman to make both transfers and pay the general 
and highway town bills; it was seconded by Councilman Queipo. All approved. 
 
Councilman Nelson brought up the numerous complaints that he has received about 
taxpayer monies being spent on the Town Summer Kick-Off party, that was voted on and 
approved by the board. As a result, he has donated $1,000.00 to cover cost so there will be 
no cost to the taxpayers.  
 
Councilman Wells read the Code enforcement officers report, He took in $335.00 in 
permits and $50.00 in abstracts for the month of August, totaling $385.00. 
 
Councilman Wells also brought up the question a resident had about the summer rec 
program and charging out of town children to attend. There were 4 out of town children this 
summer, all of whom are grandchildren of residents and if we charged those 4 children 
$25.00 each per week it would be equal to $1.37 savings per residence. The information on 
the figures is below.  
 
Here is the current 2025 Tax Levee per $1000 Assessment 
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This year in the Summer Rec Program we had between 14 and 20 kids. Of those, I can 
confirm that 4 were out of town.  

If we were to charge out of town residents $25 per week per child as what was suggested 
that would have resulted in the following Levee: 

 

That’s only a difference of $.01 per $1000 Assessment. The average assessment in town for 
a residence is approx. $137,000. So, .01 X 137 would equal $1.37 savings per residence.  

If ALL 20 kids were out of town, it would result in the following Levee: 

 

That’s only a difference of $.03 per $1000 Assessment. The average assessment in town for 
a residence is approx. $137,000. So, .03 X 137 would equal $4.11 savings per residence.  

A motion was put forth to charge $25.00 per week for each out-of-town child, it was not 
seconded, so it was denied. 
 
Councilman Hoffman made a motion to automatically renew the ambulance contract we 
have alongside Town of Ulster with Empress ambulance for 2026 at a 5% increase, it was 
seconded by Councilman Nelson. All approved. 

Councilman Hoffman requested the Town Board’s permission to install a Narcan box 
outside on the Little Library post. He made a motion, and it was seconded by Councilman 
Wells. All approved. 

Councilman Hoffman also thanked the Court on behalf of the Town, including the Judge, 
Court clerk and Court officer for all the extra work they’ve been putting in over the last few 
months since ticketing has seen an increase of at least 50% each month and they are 
having to add court days to keep up. 
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Councilman Queipo thanked the Highway department for putting up the redone Town Signs 
and Councilman Nelson for getting the signs redone, as well as the highway department for 
painting and refreshing the welcome to Sawkill signs. 

Councilman Queipo made a motion to appoint two new ZBA members, Steven Janselewitz 
and Amy Cole, it was seconded by Councilman Hoffman. All approved. 

Councilman Hoffman mentioned that Highway Superintendent Sylvester has a plan to 
replace the culvert pipe on Wintergreen Hill, they are hoping to dig it up and place a 
temporary bridge with the help of the county. Superintendent Sylvester is waiting for 
approval from the DEC to pull the old one out. They are waiting for a hydraulic test to make 
sure where the bridge already is, is where it can go back to. 

A resident asked if it was possible to put some fill in front of the cones to make it safer near 
the stream. Superintendent Sylvester said he will look into doing it tomorrow. 

Councilman Queipo made a motion to appoint Glenn Beck, from Z3 incorporated as a 
secondary code enforcement officer for our town, it was seconded by Councilman Wells. It 
was approved with a vote of 4-1. 

Supervisor Landi asked for a motion to enter negotiations with Waste Management for the 
contract for 2026 as they were the lowest bid. Councilman Queipo made the motion; it was 
seconded by Councilman Hoffman. All approved. 

A resident asked what the percentage increase would be, and we don’t have that 
information at this point, we are trying to decrease the yearly increase in negotiations for a 
three-year contract. 

A resident asked about where the mudslide was in Sawkill Rd and why the county never put 
the ditch back in, it will be looked into. 

A resident questioned the Daily Freeman article about the school tax increase, 
unfortunately the Town doesn’t have much control over this as of right now. The town is still 
working on a reassessment which will help this. 

A resident thanked Councilman Nelson for the donation for the Summer Kick-off party and 
said that they feel it’s a shame that it came to this because of complaints. She also 
mentioned a correction for the next Sawkill Seniors meeting, will be on October 13th 
instead of October 6th as Roz got permission to use the Town Hall on Columbus Day. She 
also brought up an issue with nighttime tailgating and how unsafe it is to drive at night 
because of it. The Board will look into having the Sheriff’s office here during the evenings 
and nights too. 
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A resident wanted to thank whoever was responsible for putting the speed sign on Ruby Rd 
just before the hill. 

Building Inspector wanted to thank the Highway Dept., Court Clerk Buchinger and Fire 
Chief Hoffman for all the help with directing traffic and other assistance with a situation 
when a pickup truck dumped a load of stone out in the road. Thankful for how the town all 
worked together to help with the situation and clear it up.  

He also was wondering why two members of the planning board did not recuse themselves 
from an application that was put in by a close friend when one of the other members did in 
the same situation and would like this investigated. 

A resident questioned the money Town of Ulster was getting from the County for the 
ambulance and whether or not it would affect how much our town would have to pay. The 
5% increase may change because of the money coming from the County. 

John-Paul Sliva brought up a discussion about what the Town Ethics Laws actually mean 
and how they are very specific to an individual or family member financially gaining from a 
situation. This law also discusses conflict of interest as well as ethics. 

Supervisor Landi asked for a motion to enter into executive session. Councilman Queipo 
made that motion and it was seconded by Councilman Hoffman. All approved. 

During executive session a motion was made by Supervisor Landi and seconded by 
Councilman Hoffman to approve the discipline stipulation and letter of censure of a Town 
employee. All approved. 

A motion to exit executive session was made by Councilman Nelson and seconded by 
Councilman Wells. All approved. 

A motion to adjourn the Town Board meeting was made by Supervisor Landi and seconded 
by Councilman Queipo. All approved. The meeting was adjourned at 7:52PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Nelson, Town Clerk 

 

 
 
 


