Town of Kingston November 5%, 2025 Public Hearing Minutes

Deputy Supervisor Nelson opened the public hearing at 6:30 PM.

Present were Deputy Supervisor Nelson, Councilman Hoffman,
Councilman Larry Queipo and Councilman Wells. Supervisor Landi was
excused.

Also present were Budget Officer Polacco, Highway Superintendent Al
Sylvester, Town Attorney Goodge, Judge Alberstadt and approximately 16
members of the public.

Deputy Supervisor Nelson announced that they would be going through the
budget page by page and answer any questions as they arise.

A resident asked why the communications director line item was completely
cut and the contractual items underneath were so drastically cut, it was
explained that the communications director position was cut as not
necessary and the items underneath were cut to less because of the
change in the newsletter being sent out digitally.

The same resident also questioned the building fees being increased to
help offset his salary. It was discussed that it was planned to increase many
of the fees on the schedule for 2026.

The ambulance cost was questioned as it shows a 30% increase, the
ambulance contract was just received hours before this public hearing, so
the board was unable to verify the contract information. It will be adjusted
as soon as the information is verified. The Town is receiving approximately
$10,000.00 from the county for the ambulance cost, and it will be put in
once received.

The court clerk additional hours were questioned, because of all the
additional tickets being written there will be additional hours needed.

A question was posed about a secretary for the planning board as there is
a line item for that position. It will possibly be addressed at the beginning of
the year.

The cost of the town clean-up was questioned because of the increase; it
was explained that it is charged by tonnage.
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Updating town book line was questioned as well as if the code books would
be updated this year, it was addressed that it was being looked into to have
them updated.

The radios for trucks were questioned, as they are the radios for town
trucks for communication.

The re-assessment was discussed in length multiple times, as well as the
fact that a new assessor would be appointed this evening during the
regular board meeting.

Employee vacation buyout was questioned as to what it was. It is an option
for a couple of employees if they have excess vacation they can sell it back
to the town.

The tax collection amount was questioned. It will vary every year as it is the
remainder of taxes after the county is paid, that is paid to the supervisor’s
office.

A request for parkland fees to be listed for reference was made.

The planning board’s revenue was questioned as well, since there were no
revenue or estimates given by the planning board.

The Sawkill Fire District budget was discussed briefly

Councilman Hoffman made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:16 PM
which was seconded by Councilman Queipo. All approved

Respectfully Submitted,
Linda m. Nelson

Town Clerk
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