Town of Kingston May 20, 2026 Workshop Minutes

Supervisor Hoffman called the workshop to order at 7:00 PM with the pledge of
allegiance.

Present were: Supervisor Hoffman, Councilman Hurley, Councilman Moore,
Councilmen Nelson arrived at 7:06pm, Councilman Wells was excused. Also present
were Highway Superintendent Sylvester, Planning Board Chair Sliva, Town Clerk
Nelson, and 3 people in the audience.

A motion was made by Councilman Nelson to approve the April 2026 workshop
minutes and seconded by Councilman Hurley. All approved.

A motion was made by Supervisor Hoffman to pay bills which was seconded by
Councilman Nelson. All approved.

Councilman Nelson mentioned a meeting about green energy on Wednesday, May
27", he also invited Planning Board Chair Sliva and Town Clerk Nelson to attend.

He also discussed the town spring clean-up. He feels that it is not used widely
enough throughout town. Many residents don’t use it at all and some abuse it. He
thinks it might be something to adjust to every other year instead of every year as it
is a large cost to the town and residents. There is also a possible concern of
strangers on residents’ property going through piles to look for items and causing a
mess and not cleaning it up. There were many tags purchased for items, but that
money is passed on to UCRRA, not kept by the town. Putting centralized containers
down at Town Hall might be an option to discuss too. It was also discussed to have
residents possibly call WM directly to pick up large items at the residents’ cost.

A resident made a mention of the Sunny Act; it was passed unanimously by the
senate and is going onto the house to be voted on. It would allow homeowners to
purchase a 1,200 volt plug in solar system for their house.

Councilman Hurley mentioned Zena Development hasn’t issued a declaration this
month and are looking to issue a negative declaration next month. He also
mentioned he had 2 different files, one from the Zena Development attorneys and
the other from Stop Zena development, both regarding water supply in Sweet
Meadows and downstream.

He has also been going through all of the Short-Term Rental locations in the town
and following up on if they are registered in the town or not. He found approximately
13, only 3 are registered with the town but all three have outdated inspections and
need to be re-inspected.
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He also mentioned they had discussed at the planning board meeting on May 18"
and discussed private road/road maintenance agreements, laws of notifying
residents of work being done on their property.

Councilman Moore commented that the highway department and himself had a meeting
with Michelle Hinchey’s office about a grant for Wintergreen/Meyers Rd culvert, as well
as another in process from the DEC. DEC mentioned seeing trout in the stream helps in
our favor. It was questioned how much longer the current structure would last and it is
close to a year or so.

Supervisor Hoffman mentioned bringing in the Town Engineer to inspect the Town
Pavilion, as it seems there are deficiencies in its structure and wants it inspected to
make sure it is safe for Summer Rec. Supervisor Hoffman made a motion to have the
engineer come in and inspect it ats soon as possible, it was seconded by Councilman
Nelson. All approved.

Councilman Nelson questioned the dates and applications about the summer rec
program. Supervisor Hoffman said he would follow up with Councilman Wells.

Supervisor Hoffman asked the Town Clerk to send out the Budget schedule to the Town
Board.

Samantha Yost brought up a suggestion about forest regeneration in the area, she
found out about a program through DEC, called a DMAP (deer management assistance
program) area, it would allow landowner to sigh up and participate to allow hunting on
their land and it would allow a practically limitless number of antlerless deer tags. It will
be researched more before anything is decided.

A resident asked about the reassessment timeline, the assessor has said that he plans
on sending out RSP between June and August and should hopefully have information
by the end of the summer. He also questioned doing it in-house, it will be mentioned to
the assessor.

A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Hoffman and seconded by Councilman
Moore to adjourn the Workshop meeting at 7:58PM. All approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda M. Nelson
Town Clerk
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